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PARTY FIDELITY.
From the beginning of the New York contro¬

versy, we have resisted all the attempts to give
it nationality by connecting it with the Presi¬
dent and binding the fate of the administra¬
tion to the fortunes of a local faction. From
the beginning we have protested against the
attempts to degrade the Chief Magistracy bv
dignifying a system of appointments with the
title of '. the President's policy." From the
beginning we have repudiated the idea that
absolute subserviency should be imposed as a
test of party fidelity. From the beginning we
have dcuounced those who, for base purposes,
have labored to debase the great principles of
the democratic union into a banditti coalition,
looking to the spoils alone, whilst we have in¬
sisted always that the view each democrat takes
of the great measures of the administration,
and of their conformity to the partv creed,
should determine his party position.

Having maintained these points with undevi-
ating consistency, it affords us much pleasure
to perceive that the Washington Union has at
length come to our assistance. Yesterday that
journal, in speaking of "the duty of the dem¬
ocracy, says: " The idea of trying this or any
administration uj>on its appointment.s, without
regard to its measures, is too absurd to be enter-
tatnedfor a moment." Then again, the Union
says: '1 he real trial of the administration
will come on when the President comes forward
with his recommendations, and when the public
judgment is invoked .ujx»n the measures pro-
jxjsed."

If we understand the purport of this lan¬
guage, it fully sustains the course we have pur¬
sued, wherein we have insisted that the fidelity
of no man to his party could rightfully be im¬
peached merely because he objected to official
appointments, or to the manner in which put-
ronage was bestowed: or because he censured
the impertinent interference of heads of depart¬
ments in local quarrels and the movements of
State organizations. We never understood that
the Baltimore platform looked to a distribution
of patronage. On the contrary, we always be¬
lieved that it took cognizance only of great
principles, and appealed only to men of princi¬
ple, without holding up the hope of plunder
tn n«!%... .UWu» unaci IU

fix a scale of prices by which factions should
be bought up, or establishing a tariff of rates
y which prize-money should be distributed.
Thus believing that the Baltimore platform

toojc cognizance only of great principles, wo

have always been thoroughly convinced that an
administration should be tried by its measures,

and that party fidelity should be tested only bv
a reference to the party creed. Bat there arp

those who insist that the acts of a cabinet offi¬
cer cannot be criticised by a true democrat.
that the system by which patronage is distrib¬
uted cannot be mildly objected to without in¬
curring the penalties of a bull of excommuni¬
cation. Under these ideas, men who have
stood firm in the darkest days.true men, who
have stood steadfast and immovable in the face
of certain overthrow, have been denounced as

foes to the President, and traitors to the demo¬
cratic party, because they refused to bow in
humble submission to the will of frcesoil bul¬
lies, and approve the course of Mr. Secretary
Guthrie. We.yes, even such men as Daniel S.
Dickinson and Greene C. Bronson.have been
denounced as disorganizes.as deserters from
the true democracy, and enemies of the Presi¬
dent, because we spurned a meretricious alliance
with freeesoilers, and would not bow our heads
to the Guthrie dictation, but obstinately repu¬
diated the idea of a spoils tariff, adjusted at
the Treasury Department, as an element of
the democratic faith.as a plank in the Balti¬
more platform.

But the result of the New York election has
worked wonders. 1 lie ignorant official stipen¬
diaries and loud-mouthed expectants of official
stipends, who undertook to re-enact the Syra¬
cuse outrage, by breaking up the democratic
meeting of Monday night, did not fully under-
stand the effect of the New York returns But
we must not be misunderstood. While we give
our full concurrence to the remark of the Union,
that "the idea of trying this or any adminis¬
tration upon its appointments, without regard
to its measures, is too absurd to be entertained
for a moment," we must guard ourself from
misconstruction, by saying that the manner in
which appointments are made is important, as

indicating the influences that surround inen in
authority. As a mere malterof emolument,
we do not care a fig who is quartered on the
treasury. But the distribution of patronage is
important, because the bestowal of patronage
is always understood to carry with it a partv
endorsement.

it is, in this point of view alone, that we
have given so much space to Mr. Secretary
Guthrie. The first production of tliat notori¬
ous, if not eminent letter-writer, was offensive
and demoralizing.not because it required that
hungry tr< esoilers should be fed, but because
it recognized the spoils coalition of If l'.i, ami
threw the weight of Mr. Guthrie's official influ¬
ence in favor of the followers of Van Burcn,
Cochrane, and company. But, unless the per¬
ceptions of that gentleman are as I,ad as his
taste, wc have no doubt that the result of
the New York election has taught him that
"the idea of trying this, or any ndminUtia-
tion upon its appointments, without regard to

its measures, is too absurd to be entertained
for a momentl>ut yet wo doubt whether his
chastening has yet been sufficiently thorough
to enable him to admit that Judge Bronson
should have the benefit of the principle.

W e transfer to our columns from the
Hanisburg, (Pennsylvania) Democratic Union,
the following article in relation to the New
lork elections. It expresses a regret, with
which wo symj'atliizo deeply, that a State, a

great Suite, like New York, with a large demo¬
cratic majority, should by mismanagement, und
by mistaken views, have been given up to the
whigs. This, however, we will say, and sav

with emphasis, that the responsibility of the
loss of Xew York, does not fall on the national
democrats.does nut fall on us. It falls on

that department of the government that so im¬
prudently and improperly intermeddled in the
affairs of that State.a thing unprecedented in
the annals of this government.

1 ho Democratic Union, also expresses the
opinion that but for Mr. Coolev's speech, the
national democrats would have cast a much
larger vote than they did. This we believe.
But as it was, they boat the frecsoilers, aud that
was an unlooked for victory. The paj»er from
which we quote, seems to think that the strife
between the Xew York divisions, will not be
composed and healed for years to come. About
this we are not prepared to speak. Wo how-
ever may say, that it the New York national
democrats were contending for a great priuci-
ple, they should not, with their preaeut advau-
tages, lay aside their arms and their armor, until
they have secured the ascendancy of that prin-
ciple. 1 he Democratic Union thus speaks:
Thk New York Klectjox..It pains us to

contemplate the result ot the late election in
the great State ofNew York. Whilst democra-
cy is almost everywhere triumphant, faction
rides supreme in the empire State, and we see
no hope of any belter state of things for vears
to come. In consequence of this unfortunate
division of the democracy, the whigs suc-

! ceeded in electing their whole ticket, an3 carry-
ing both branches of the legislature by mere

pluralities, whilst the combined votes of the
two divisions of the democratic party show a

large majority.
It is wot yet known which division of the

democratic party will have the largest vote <
bat we have no doubt if it had not been for the
insane attack of Mr. Cooley upon President
Pierce, that the national democrats would have
l>een largeiy in the ascendant. J hut t>peechm\xa\
have cost the hunkers tens of thousands of
votes, us it was one of the vilest tirades that
we ever read.

1 lie sympathies of the democracy of Penn-
sylvunia were all with the national democrats,
because ot the gallailt stand taken by Governor
Dickinson, and those who acted with him, in-

| support of the Constitution and the Union in
the darkest hour in our history since the adop-
tiou of the federal Constitution ; but they never
could countenance such an attack as that of
Mr. Cooley upon the President of the United
States, before his- policy was fully developed.
Although this w*as the general feeling of our

people, the New York quarrel was a matter
that we in Pennsylvania had nothing to do
with, and the press and people of our State
very wisely refrained from meddling in it. We
had trouble enough in our own State, years gone
by, with this freesoil question, without going
to New York to interfere between the freesoif-
crs and old hunkers.
How this question is ever to bo settled, no

man can now tell, but when it is settled, it will
have to be done at home, without our inter-
ventiou.

THE ALIEN AND SEDITION TIMES.
THE PRESENT TIME.

tie extract trom an article in the Penusylca-
u"ln tlie following paragraphs, illustrating, in a

j very striking manner, the horrible effects of that
odious enactment during the administration of
the elder Adams, known as the alien and sedi-
t'00 'aws- After commenting on. the alien law,
the writer proceeds to present his readers with
some of the many instances of persecution,
insult and cruelty, that arose under the sedition
law. He says :

"The sedition law was even more objection-
able. Its object was to shield the government
from censures justly merited, and originated in
that philosophy which inculcated that the peo-
pie should not be permitted to find fault with
a government of their own choice, on the
ground which forbids the government itself, andthose who administer it, from being separated
in the public mind, on the principle, we sup-
pose, that "the king can do no wrong." Mr.
Adams frequently complained tlmt the cen-
sures bestowed upon those chosen to administer
the public affairs, were bringing the govern-
ment itself into disrepute, not discriminating
between the government, whose structure might
be perfect enough, and the unworthy agents
who might control it for unworthy purposes,He attempted, by general phrase' about the
jjOVeinmeiit, to confound the Constitution and
its officers.

| '. The act is entitled ' An act for the punish-
| mcnt of certain crimes against the United
Stat.: The first clause of this, act, which was
termed the 'sedition act,'ordained 'that if any
person should unlawfully combine or oppose
any measure of the government of the United
States, or intimidate any person holding a place
or office under the same, he shall be"deemed
guilty of a high misdemeanor, and, on convic¬
tion, be numsncd by a fine not exceeding five
thousand dollars, and imprisoned during a term
not less than six months, and not exceeding
five years."
"THe second clause enacted, ' that if any

person should write or publish, or cause to be
written or published, any libel against the
<P>ifrimmt of the United States, or either
house of Congress, or against the President,
he should lie punished by a line not exceeding
two thousand dollars, and by imprisonment
not exceeding two years.'

I his was a death blow aimed at the liberty
of the press. By the trials which took placeunder it, the federal judges, Iredell, Chase,
J eters, a:c., construed every publication which
n<I not approve of the measures of the govern¬
ment and tiie conduct of the executive into a
Intel, and subjected the supposed offender to
the severe penalties of its provisions. The pro¬
secutions against Matthew Lyon, of Vermont
1 homas Cooper, of Pennsylvania, (the distin¬
guished companion and friend of Dr. Priest¬
ley,) James fhompson Callender, of Virginia,David Frothingham, of New York, and others'
are the best comentury upon its practical ope-
rations. That they were illegally fined and
imprisoned Congress lias since declared, and
restored the fines, with interest, to them or their
legal representatives, as some compensation for
the injury done thein.

'"Mr. Burke, an alien, editor of a paper call¬
ed the Time l'iere, in the city of New York,
was driven out of the country and the paper
silenced. 'I bus was that provision of the Con¬
stitute n, which declares that Congress shall
pass no law 'abridging the freedom of speech
or of the press' wantonly trampled under foot.
Nor did brutality und outrage stop at this
point. Federal vindictiveness was exhibited
by federal mobs and bullies insulting and beat¬
ing distinguished republicans. The venerable
and brave General Sumpter, of South Carolina,
v as insulted and abused at the circus in this
city in th summer of 1798, for refusing to pull
off his hat and clan his hands when President
Adam# entered tlie place. A man named

Fitsshugh, well known in those days, attempted
to pull off his hat for him, and took hold of his
hands to clap them, when the general remon¬
strated against such familiarity, that he was a

stranger, and asked him if he knew who he
was? 'Oh, damn you, wo know you and ull
your party,' replied the federal ruffian. 'I
hojH}, in six months time, to see you all ban¬
ished from the country;' then turning to a fel¬
low named Orem, who used to act as a spy on
Mr. Jefferson, and report what he said to the
President, remarked, ' Does not Davton keepthem fellows in excellent order,' alluding to the
insolence of 1 >a\ o 1, w o was speaker ot the
House of Kepiesentatives.
"John Randolph was insulted ntul jostled in

the theatre, in Philadelphia, by certain officers
of the army and navy, lor words spoken in de¬
bate on the resolution for reducing the army,
which Mr. Randolph made the subject ol a
communication to the President, complaining
of the outrage.

''Mr. Rache, a printer and near relation ol
l>r. Franklin, was in May, 1798, threatened
with violence to himself and family by a mob
of aristocrats, and had together all his friends
armed for his defence. The cowardly assassins
then desisted from their contemplated enter¬
prise, but bedaubed the statue of the venerable
Franklin with mud, and defiled the entrance ot
everv public bui'ding with crowns aud ensigns
of royalty. Large quantities of arms and amu-

nitions, muskets ami balls, were lodged in a
house near the hall of Congress, which were to
have been distributed to the federal mob. 1 he
adherents of Mr. Adams paradsd the streets at
night until sunrise next morniig, shouting 'God
save the King,' and 'Rule Brittania.' 'Ibis was
in the height of the anti-French fever.
"On the 9th of February, 1799, a motion was

to be made in Congress for the repeal of the
alien law. Petitions had been circulated in fa¬
vor of that object, and some were placed on
the church doors of St. Mary's church. The
adherents of the administration took offence at
this and raised a riot, in which some who canie
out of the church bore a prominent part; du¬
ring which riot several republicans were want¬
only maltreated and seriously injured.
"On the 8th of May following, a band of

federal deperadoes entered the office of the
Aurora with pistols in their hands, knocked
down Mr. Dunne, the editor, and dragged him
down stairs and severely beat him and nis son,
a boy sixteen years of age, who threw himself
across the body ofhis father to screen him Irom
their blows. They would have demolished the
office entirely, had not the republicans hastened
to his relief. Mr. Ouane found it impossible,
during the administration of Mr. Adams, to ob¬
tain the smallest redress for the injuries he had
sustained in his person and property for this
most unprovoked outrage.

"Similar scenes occured from similar causes
in other cities of the Union. The pulpits ot
the day thundered the declamation of clerical
politicians against philosophers and jacobins,free-masons and illuminati. The emperors of
Rome, in the height of their power, received
from their humble subjects not more servile
marks of submission than were paid, at this
period, to President Adams by the federal fac¬
tion. Addresses of the most fulsome character
were constantly sent to him, lauding him tor his
patriotism and energy in administering the
affairs of the government. The republican
who had firmness enough to know his own im¬
portance as a citizen was insulted and often at
the hazard of his life, from the minions of an

nristocracy who were determined, by the force
of tyrannical laws as well as by mob violence,
to subdue the spirit of liberty in the land,^andaccomplish their own traitorous designs. 1 his
period has been justly and emphatically tenned
' the reign of terror.'"
No one can read the extracts we have cop¬

ied, without being struck with the identity of
opinion, between the friends and supporters of
the sedition law, and many ofthe servile presses,
office holders, and politicians of the present
day. All that those old federalists, who had
unwillingly been changed from the subjects of
a king, into the citizens of a ropublic, and had
still remaining in their hearts some of the old
leaven of loyalty to the king.all that those old
federalists and monarchy-men contended for,
their successors, who were born and reared un¬

der the influences of free institutions, now con¬
tend for.
They tell us that we cannot be permitted to

find fault with our rulers. No matter irhat
they do.no mat ter what their usurpations.we
must hold our peace ; our lips must be hermet¬
ically sealed. Are these men democrats? It
is a reproach To democracy to say so. They
are the old federalists in disguise. "What
would become of this government if such men

were permitted to have sway ? ^ e would
have a despot in place of a President.a nobil¬
ity in place of a cabinet and elected representa¬
tives. In place of freedom of speech, and opin¬
ion, we would have fines, chains, and gibbets
for bold men who dared to grumble about
the government.

If these men think to curry favor with
Franklin Pierce by these means, they will find
themselves mistaken. He is a genuine repub¬
lican.and, like all men of that stamp, he ab¬
hors everything resembling that vile old sedi¬
tious law. He exercised the privilege of ex¬

pressing his sentiments on public men and
measures before he, himself, was raised to the
chiefmagistracy. He spoke then like an honest
man, and if not mistaken in him, lie feels an un-

mitigated disgust, a sovereign contempt for mean
spirited creatures who fawn upon, flatter, and
almost worship him. They would worship any
man in his place in the same manner. Take
an ape and crown it king, it is all the same to
them.

Now, there are no more disagreeable and un¬

worthy characters than those discontented
men, who make it their habit to carp, cavil, and
find fault with everything. They show as

much meanness of nature, and as much weak¬
ness of principle, by indiscriminate condem¬
nation, as do the others by indiscriminate
approval. But, in a free country, a citizen
should surely be permitted the privilege of ex¬

pressing disapproval of public measures, with¬
out being assailed as an outlaw and a traitor.

But there is another point of resemblance
between those old federal-alien and sedition
times and the present time. They had bullies
in those days, who rushed into meetings and
broke them up.who insulted all who dissented
from them.who broke into private houses and
printing offices, to do violence to men who had
the temerity to denounce their proceedings.
They were federal office-holders.

Well, we have the same thing! by a different
name, in these times? We have "short boys"
and "shoulder strikers," either office-holders or

theemployecs ofoffice-holders, armed with clubs
and slung-shot, who break into public meetings
and forcibly stop proceedings. They assailed
and nearly killed the chairman of the national
democratic committee in New York. They
mustered a large company and went to Syra¬
cuse, to overawe the respectable men who dif¬
fered from them. Even here, in Washington,
at the seat of government, a public meeting
was outraged aud attempted to bo broken up.
Ought these things to be allowed? We think

nut. Every one who is, directly or indirectly^
couuectcd with such disgraceful proceedingd,
ought to bo instantly expelled from office.

We transfer to our columns from the Rich-
mond Kiujuirer the following interesting and
well expressed report of u committee ot the
Virginia Agricultural Society on flowers:

Report of the Committee 0:1 Flowers.
"The committee, to whom was assigned the

duty of reporting tho premiums on ilowers, beg
leave to express their sense of the benefits
which arise from their cultivation. These
beautiful productions, which Providence has
scattered over the earth, are naturally calcu¬
lated to please the senses and refine the imagi¬
nation. TTi,ey are a symbol of civilization it¬
self. They impart a brighter grace to the
landscape, our gardens, and our houses. Theygive delicious perfumes to the boudoir. They
ornament our centre tables, and add new bean-
ties to tho charms of the fair. They constitute,
too, a distinct and interesting branch of sci¬
ence. The genius of Linmous has been dedi¬
cated to their classification, and the muse in
every form has sung their praises.But there are other lights in which they pre¬
sent themselves to our consideration. As the
fruit naturally follows the flower, so Botany be¬
comes one of the handmaids to Agriculture.IIow can we clearly understand the way, in
which the variety ot fruits and flowers ot the
same family is produced, without some ac¬
quaintance with the parts and physiology of the
plant! We know how much the various sorts of
Indian corn, for instance, mix together and cross
each other; but it is not every one who has
examined the formation of tho oar of corn, as it
is covered with tho shuck. Strip it of its
green leaves, and we find that every single grainhas a silk thread attached to it which extends
beyond tho end of tho ear. This thread is the
pistil, or the female organ, which receives tho
powder or pollen that falls from the tassel. It
is this thread and this tassel which constitute the
flower of the Indian com. When varieties grow
near each other, the pollen from the surroundingstalks fall upon the silken texture, and pro¬duces further varieties of the grain. It is so
with thousands of other plants, and by mixingwith each, other of the same family they lead
to new varieties, new forms, new tints, new
beauties. In this way the splendid a/.alia has
been highly improved; and, in like manner,
greater varities of flowers are constantly pro¬duced.

In afiother way also now flowers are contin¬
ually exhibited. It is when the florist succeeds
in turning the seed vessels into new petals, that
they become doubled, and those beautiful com¬
pound flowers are struck out, which multiplythe sorts of our roses and other productions of
the garden. There is no assignable limit to
this variety. It is probably by mixing the
roses together that the blue rose has been re¬
cently produced at Paris; and our common
Jamestown weed, or Stramonium, which is
now about to assume new importance in the
practice of medicine, has lately been turned
into a double flower in one of the gardens of
Boston.^ 1

But a still larger space than these two is
opened to the introduction of flowers. Com¬
merce is busy in transporting to other scenes
the flowers of other regions. South America is
filled with beauties which were new to us.
Taste is collecting them and introducing them
among us. Within a few years we see new
cactuses, new fuchsits, and that most delicate
and brilliant of the tlowery family, the calceo¬
larias, are appearing among us. The acacias
of Australia, the Norfolk island pine, the most
exquisite evergreen in the world, and the Vic¬
toria Ilegina, the most superb of all the flow¬
ers, are adding new graces to our green-housesand gardens.
The fact is, that not only are new species of

fruits and flowers coining among us, but the
old families are feeing the touch of improve¬
ment and assuming reoro brilliant colors. The
deep red chrysanthemum was supposed, uponits first introduction some few years ago, to be
a splendid addition to onr fall flowers. But
new varieties of the chrysanthemum have suc¬
ceeded to throw the <fld flower completely into
the shade.

Such is the process of the age, even on
flowers. Nothing is (so easy as to encouragetheir further improvement. By attending to
the process of mixing flowers, and of doublingtheir petals, we create^ as it wepe, new species.And by obtaining new families from abroad,
we enlarge their number and their beauty. We
earnestly recommend to the Agricultural So¬
ciety, therefore, to encourage their introduction
from other regions. Iteouest our ministers
and captains of vessels, when they go abroad,
to send home the wots and seeds of the
choicest flowers.plate these in the hands of
proper florists, when they arrive.and youwill see a new creation arise, as it were,
under your eyes. \YI10 has not been struck,
for example, "with the description which has
been recently given by our new consul at Rio
de Janeiro, Mr. Robert G. Scott, of this city,
of the Botanical Garden, near that town ? lie
has promised to send us every variety which he
found there. Let us avail ourselves of his sug¬
gestion, and request him to send our society
the first he can obtain. Let us extern! the
same commission to our other officers and cap¬
tains who visit distant climes. Let us also
draw on the seeds of the Patent Office, and on
the public garden at Washington. In this
way your patriotic association may become a
sort of focal point, from which the plauts of
the most distant regions may be disseminated
throughout Virginia. It was with the hope ot
extending our' resources that a call was made
on Mr. Brackenridge, the skillful and obliging
superintendent of the Public Conservatory at
Washington, who was kind enough to furnish
a fine collection of 113 valuable roots and
seeds, accompanied by the following letter:

<=" "Washington, D. C., Oct. 29, 1853.
1)kar Sir: With this you will receive a

packet, containing 113 distinct kinds of seeds,
all labeled.or named correctly. A number of
them are from Russia, some from Italy, and a

great many are from the most choice plants of
our own gardens; but I would particularly call
your attention to a paper of the Zamia hor-
rida.or Hottentot's bread tree, which is very
rare and fine. I huvo also added a packet of
the roots of gladiolus prittacinus, and another
of very fine tulips. And I shall feel much,
gratified to learn that the collection pleases
you, and is calculated to answer your pur¬
pose."
We have deposited these roots and seeds with

the executive committee, whose duty it is, un¬
der the 7th article of the constitution of your
society, to take charge of and distribute or pre¬
serve all seeds, plants, &c.

In proceeding to tho direct execution of our
duty, the committee must express the great sat¬
isfaction which they feel at the marked im¬
provement that has taken place in the cultiva¬
tion of flowers, in this city and its vicinity.New florists have appeared among us.new and
splendid flowers have been introduced.and a

general taste begins to display its benefits in
the beautiful productions which they have
spread before us.

We should have been happy if more pre¬miums had been placed at our disposition to
reward those who deserved them; but those
premiums do not exceed six in number, and
we are compelled to confine onr distribution to
the following competitors:No. 1. The prize of ten dollars,to Mr. Guest,for the largest and chociest variety of flowers.

No. '2. The prize of five dollars, to Mr. Ren-
nie, for the second largest and choicest varietyof flowers.

No. 3. To Mr. Guest, also, fivo dollars, for
the best and greatest variety of dahlias. Mr.
Morton would have received a prize for his
beautiful variety of dahlias, if it had been in
our power to award it. There was no premium

ordered to be given to the favorite flower of
the season, the camelin.
No. i. The prize of five dollars to Mrs.

Woohlridge, of Chesterfield county, for the
iiuest and neatest variety of roses.

No. 5. To Mr. Morton, five dollars for the
best floral ornament. It would have given us
sincere pleasure to award a premium to Mr.
Eggeling, for his singularly beautiful floral orna-
meut, and we have no doubt that his fine taste
will be more successful on another occasion.

No. 0. We feel it our duty to award to Mr.
(¦ucst the last prize of five dollars fur the best
and largest variety of green-house plants.There were other coni|>etitors who exhibited
some beautiful specimens.. We should have
been happy to reward them, but wo bid them
never to despair. They iray boar oil'the palmthe next time, and if they arc true lovers of
their art, they will "pick their flints and try
again."
The floral exhibition was not-as extensive as

might have been expected, for, as Mr. Brack-
euridge states in his letter, "at present flowers
are very scarce, the out of door plants havingsuffered by frost, and there are very few flowers
in the hot-houses at. this season."

All which is respectfully submitted.
TIIOMAS RITCHIE,

C/i'm. Com. wc.

MADAME 80NTAG.
This distinguished professional lady will give

another concert this evening at "Risley's Va¬
rieties," better known as " Iron Ilall," conve¬

niently situated on the avenue. Her concert
on Wednesday evening, was attended by as

brilliant and fashionable an assemblage as we

have ever seen upon such an occasion. In¬
deed, the hall was uncomfortably crowded.
Every one, however, was pleased, as they could
not fail to be, with her performances.sustain¬
ing as she did her classic reputation as one of
the finest artistes this century has produced.
1 he bill to-night is one of even more attraction
than that last presented. We will hear her
in some of those beautiful ballads, the mere sen¬
timent of which touches the heart, without the
powerful music ofMadame Sontag. Such songs,
coming from her lips, with her voice, with her
fine appreciation of the poet's idea, and with
her superior artistic excellence, cannot fail to
overwhelm the audience with rapturous delight.
" Auld Robin Gray," " The last of sum¬

mer," "Comin' thro' the rye," and such de¬
lightful old ballads, sung by Madame Sontag,
force upon the minds of those who hoar her a

correct critique of the beauties of these touch¬
ing specimens of nature and eloquent poetry.
We are really glad that Madame Sontag, in

the programme for this evening, will give us

a good proportion of that music, which most
touches the American heart, interspersed with a
proportion of what our old Virginia friend calls
the music, hy-fa-lu-tin. We judge best of good
music by contrast. It must not be regarded as

unkind when we suggest that care should be
taken by the ushers that persons who pay for
specific seats should bo accommodated as per
contract. Much complaint was made at the
last concert in consequence of the failure to
do so.

Indenture Extraordinary.
The following deed of separation between

the national democrats and the free-soil and
soft coalition, explains itself:

" This indenture, made this 13th day of Sep-
tember, 1853, at a time that tests the honesty
of men possessing democracy, between the
company composing the firm of Jefferson de¬
mocracy of the first part, and the little crowd
of dead weights who, like vampires, have prey¬ed upoi\ the credit of said company, composingthe unincorporated firm of barnburners, soft-
shells, short boys, assassins, and New York
thieves of the second part: Witnesseth that the
said party of the first part, for and in consider¬
ation of a good riddance to them, duly paid,have discarded, and by these presents do for¬
ever discard and auit claim all their title and
interests of, in, ana to that certain small parcel
or moiety of respectability and integrity claimedfor and belonging to one heretofore connected
with said firm, to wit: Martin Van Burcn, ly¬
ing and being in the town of Sour Crout, coun¬
ty of Prince John, and State of Uncertainty." Bounded as follows: commencing at a
small post in the Baltimore convention marked
' Revenge,' running thence south to a veto of
slavery in the District of Columbia; thence in
a westerly zig-zag course towards Buffalo, until
it strikes Beu Butler's tickle-straw; thence due
north to British sympathy ; thence southeaster¬
ly towards a gold spoon marked ' Ogle;'thence south (so as to leave the large lot known
as 'the memory of Jackson' over the left;)
thence east to a pile of inccndiary documents
marked 1 The Mail bag;' thence north to a
bass wood monument marked ' Traitor;'
thence east down a deep declivity to the place
of beginning, containing abolitionists, office-
seekers, inconsistencies, any sort ot broken
pledges, &c., &c., be the same more or less.
Together with the appurtenances and all inter¬
ests and claims whatever of the said parties of
the first part, either in expectancy or other¬
wise ; subject only to the condemnation of all
lovers of their country. And the said party of
the first part hereby covenant and agree to
keep up in perpetual repair the fences that
now surround the premises hereby conveyed a
sufficient height to prevent all egress from the
said premises.
"Witness our hand and seal the day and yearabove written.

"JEFFERSON DEMOCRACY.
" By Daniel S. Dickinson, their Attorney.

"Signed, sealed, and deliveredin the presence of
"Georok W. Clinton."

"County of Union for the hake of Union,
ss..On this 13th day of September, 1853,before me came Daniel S. Dickinson, who is
to mo personally known ns the agent of the
first part, and acknowledged that he had exe¬
cuted the foregoing instrument as the act and
deed of the Jefferson democracy.

"JOHN C. MATHER,
" Canal Commissioner."

[Albany Argus.
JGSyThe Rahway Advocate is discouraged at

the result of the late election in New Jersey,
and discourseth in this wise:

"Public notice is hereby given, that if any¬
body in these parts wants to fight whig battles
in 2sew Jersey, they can take our chance at a

very small premium. Wc respectfully beg leave
to back down, only reserving the privilege of
kicking up an occasional row with a locofoco
on our own hook."

Slavery of the Press..The person who
penned the following deserves a pension. They
are our sentiments. Yes, every word of them.
None know the drudgery attendant upon the
publication of a daily paper, except those who
nave had experience. The writer says:

1 know of no state of slavery upon earth like
that attendant upon newspaper life, whether it
be as directors or subordinates. Your task is
never ended, your responsibility never secured,the last day's work' is forgotten at the close of
the day on which it appears, and the dragon of
to-morrow waits open-mouthed to devour yourthoughts, and snap up one morsel more of yourvexed existence. Be as successful as it is in
the nature of things to be.be indifferent to
praise, and lion-hearted to blame.still will the
human frame wear out before its time, and
your body, if not your mind, exhibit some
symptoms of dry rot.

(f ommunitattb.
The Spirit of Humbug.

To the mental philosopher there is no fact
more curious than the proueness of mankind to
humbug. It appears to be a part of our nature
to be al one time .sceptical and at another credu¬
lous. Popular sympathy, generally, is engagedin behalf of both trie impostor and his dupe.Thomas Carlyle quaintly observes, somewhere,
that quack and dupe are upper-side and under
ot the self-same substance ; convertible person¬
ages ; turn up your dupe into the proper foster¬
ing element, and he, himself can become a

quack; there is iu him the due prurient insin¬
cerity, open voracity for profit, and closed sense
for truth, whereof quacks too, in all their kinds
are made.

Alas, (he goes on to say,) it is not to the hero,
it is to the sham hero that, of right and neces¬

sity, the valet-world belongs. " What is to be
done ?" The reader sees whether it is like to
be the seeking and swallowing of some "reme¬
dial measure!' Among other evanescent phe¬
nomena of our time and country, we observe
that the humbugs, whether moral, political, or

medical, go and come, rise and disappear, one
after the other, cacli with its host of ardent ad¬
mirers, and enthusiastic votaries, after eking
out a miserable ephemeral existence, shrivel up
and die. Quacks are often exterminated by
the unnatural process of eating one another.
The history of humbug has been, and still is,
as an eminent writer says, the cookery and eat¬
ing up of imbecile dupedom by successful quack-
hood ; the battle, with various weapons, of vul-
turousjjquack against vulturous quack.

There is a love of the marvellous inherent in
our nature, allied with awe and .superstition.
The credulity of man is fully illustrated iu the
practice of the healing art, (or when seized by
disease, he clings for support even to a broken
reed. To this inherent principle may be at¬
tributed the apparent success and popularity of
homoeopathy, hydropathy, and other kindred
delusions. There are many diseases which, if
left to the unaided powers of nature, will dis¬
appear. Yet there are others of a more form¬
idable character, which, if not removed by
medical treatment, will result in death. Some
maladies disappear under homoeopathic treat¬
ment, which, if let alone, would pass away
without the exhibition of any medicine.

Dr. Lee, of London, states that a royal com¬
mission wns established by the King of Naples
to investigate the subject. The commissioners
first determined to ascertain whether some of
the patients would not recover without the em¬

ployment of any remedy. Ten were set apart,
and all recovered. One of them had gastric
fever; the homceopathist wished to givenim a

drop of the tincture of St. Ignatius' bean, at
the twelfth dilution, representing a quadril¬
lion^ part of the original drop. He protested
against waiting, saying that the delay mightcompromise the life of the patient. The phy¬
sicians re-assured him; they reckoned upon a
crisis occuring, which accordingly did take
place in the night, and the patient was well in
tsvo days. Had the homccopathio dose been
taken, the cure would most assuredly have been
attributed to it.

The. following extracts, from the London
Laivet, is the best and most succinct review of
the whole question. Its publication, we are

satisfied, will be of service to those who are
interested as well as amused, on the grotesque
contortions and dying agonies of humbug and
empiricism:

'.Homoeopathy has had its day. Excepting
in Vienna, it is now comparatively little heard
of in Germany, and, notwithstandjng Leipsie is
the headquarters of the doctrine, the homoeo¬
pathic hospital of that city, a small house in
the suburbs contains only eight beds, of which
M. Lee, who lately visited it, found only two or
three occupied. In Paris M. Andral put to
the test of experience in one of the general
hospitals, and the result was a total failure.
It was therefore discontinued. He treated one
hundred and thirty to one hundred and forty pa¬
tients in the presence ofthe homoeopaths them¬
selves, adopting every requisite care and pre¬
caution, yet in not one instance was he suc¬
cessful. Iu Russia, a German homceopathist
was invested by the Grand.Duke Michael with
full powers to prove, if possible, its advantages
over ordinary treatment on a certain number
ofpatients in the wards of a military hospital.In two mouths, however, he was not allowed
to proceed further.
The Russian government tried likewise the

comparative treatment in two hospitals of a
number of patient* with homoeopathic globules,
and a number of other patients with no drugs
ofany kind,; and the results were very similar
in both instances. A trial was given at Naples
by royal order. The results of the observa¬
tions were: 1st. That the homoeopathic treat¬
ment produced no efl'ect; 2d. That it had the
serious inconvenience, in several of the patients,
of preventing the employment of remedies bywhich they-might be cured. In London there
are two homoeopathic hospitals, both of which
are in a declining state; and one I hear is now
about closing, if not closed, for want of funds.
A celebrated physician speaks of it thus:
"Everything in it, and out of it, confirms the
view that, as to practice, homu;opnthy is truly
a nonentity; it is literally, as your author Hue
says, (see page 86,) the swallowing of names

only." To swallow the name of a remedy, or
the roinedy itself, comes (say the Tartars) to
precisely the same thing, Hoinoeopathists can¬
not point out a single medical authority now

authorizing homoeopathy. The gradual pro¬
gress of medical science sufficiently shows that
we do not let our patients die as homceopathists
do. Witness such facts ns the following.

IN LONDON. 1

Pied under ft yearn.
From 17.10 to 1711), out ofevery 100 children born, 73

" 17.")0 to 170'.), "" 03
" 1770 to 17SU, " "51
" 1790 to 1610, « «41
" 1810 to 1829, " «31
Regarding the capability of the public to

judge the value of medical remedies in curing
disease, I quote Archbishop Whately, of Ire¬
land :

"Nothing is more common than to hear a

person state confidently, ns from his own ex¬

perience, that such and such a patient was
cured by this or that retnedv; whereas, all that
lie knows is, that he took the medicine and re¬
covered. A termination and a cure are two
vastly different things."
The above, in our opinion, is a sufficient re¬

futation of the absurd claims of humbug to
truth. Wo like to be deceived, and do not. like
to have the veil torn from our eyes. Heuce
we account for the ill-temper of the adherents
of the humbug school, when the errors of their
teachers are exposed to the light of day.

A. J. S.

From tho Charleston Merrury.
Health of Cities.

The following statement comprises the deaths
in some of the Atlantic cities for llic week endingNov. 5, und their proportion to the population :

Death*. Population. Proportion.lk>ston ........ 09 .... 138,7SM .... 1 in '2,011
New York 423 5l%*49 1 in 1,224
Philadelphia.. .119 .... 350,000 .... 1 in 2,349
Baltimore 73 .... 109.025 .... 1 in 2,329
Charleston 20 .... 43,014 .....1 in 2,105

Discovery of Mines..It is stated that n silver
mine ha* been recently discovered in Stanley
county, (N. C.,) which is believed to bo immenselyrich. The vein is said to be three and a half feet
wide, and hus thousands of sheets und lumps of
silver all through it. It is estimated that the ore
is worth fcl 50 to $3 00 for every eight pounds,
but its value has yet to be fully developed.

locomotive for the Hudson River rail¬
road has l>een contracted tor at Springlield, Mas¬
sachusetts, which is to carry six passenger oars
between New York and Albany, a distance of 144
miles, in two hours and a half; about tifly-eightmiles an hour.

fatal anb ^ptrsoital.
Smithsonian Institution.By more chance

wo yesterday procured a printed copy of the
seventh annual report oi the board of regents of
this institution, showing the operations, expendi¬
tures, and condition of the same during the year
1852, and the proceeding* of the regent* "up to

date''.February 12,
We learn from the paper first in order.from

Professor Henry, the secretary.that the institu¬
tion has promoted astronomy; advanced geogra¬
phy ; established an extended system ot lucteor-

ology; advanced the science ol geology; made
important contributions to botuny j published
several important original papers on physiology,
comparative auatomy, zoology, and different
branches of descriptive history ; advunced terres¬
trial magnetism; collected and published the
statistics of the libracivs ol the I nited Slates, and
perfected a plan of stereotyping catalogues, which
will render effective, as a combined whole, all the
scattered libraries of the country.
The institution has also been instrumental in

directing attention to American antiquity.-, and
"has awakened such au interest in the subject as

will tend to the collcction and study ot all the facts
which can be gathered relativo to the ancient in¬
habitants of this continent. It has also rendered
available for the purposes of the ethnologist and
philanthropist the labors ofour missionaries among
the Dakota*, by publishing a volume on the lan¬
guage of this tribe of Indians, and has done good
service to comparative philology by the distribu¬
tion of directions for collecting Indian vocabula¬
ries.". It has established an extended system of
literary and.scientific exchanges, both foreign and
domestic.

" These," the secretary says, " are the fruits of
what is called the system of active operations ot
the institution, and its power to produce other and
continuous results is only limited by the amount
of the inconic which can be appropriated to it,
since each succeeding year has presented oew
and important fields for its cultivation."
The proposition, he remarks, is frequently urged

upon the regents, by persons who have not duly
considered the will of Smithson, or who fail to ap¬
preciate the importance of the present plan, that a

large portion of the income should be devoted to
the diffusion of knowledge of some popular hranch
o(practical art; " and there may b« some fear that
a timid policy 011 the part of the friends of the in¬
stitution will lead them to favor such a plan."
What the professor fears, we ardently hope.
The report of Mr. Jewett, in charge of the

library, shows that during the year 1852, the num¬
ber of books, by exchanges and donations, pur¬
chase, copyright, and deposite, increased to twenty]
one thousand seven hundred and oue.
The document to which we have referred, gives

an account of the operations in detail, and contains
suggestions to Congress with a view to add to the
efficiency ofthe institution.

Ruffianism*.We have already stated that, on

Monday night, Lewis Pntton, the colored barber
at the Irving hotel, was knocked down while on
his way home, and severely, if not fatally, injured;
and now have the mortification to record that on

the same night, while a gentleman was passing
the corner of Pennsylvania avenue-and Tenth
street, he received a violent blow in the eye from
a rowdy's fist ; an indignity which he promptly
resented with bis stick. The ruffian's companions
made a general attack upon him, and would have,
killed him, probably, had not a crowd collected
and put an end to the disgraceful proceedings.
And on Wednesday, while a working man was re¬

turning home, he was struck and knocked down
on Pennsylvania avenue by one of a gang, who
walked on, chuckling at the despicable exploit.

It is probable that the assailants in the one case
were the assailants in the other. Emboldened by
their escape from arrest, so far, they may continue
their lawless practices, until the huge hand of the
laW may be heavily laid upon their recreant limbs.
A Runaway*.Severalweeks since we alluded

to the fact that two boys, apprenticed to Mr. Win.
Tableman, the tobaconist, ran away from him,
undercover of tho night, after providing themselves
with the means of paying their passage to the
north. Recently, Mr. Tableman has heard from
one of the truants, whose condition is truly piti¬
able. On arriving at New York, and spending what
little small change he possessed, and meeting with
no friends, he could find no comfortable shelter,
such as he possessed in this city, and was obliged
to beg his bread. ?

We mention these circuin#tliices merely t(> ob¬
serve, in connexion, that this is not the»first case
of boys thus leaving comfortable homes in the
hope of bettering their condition among strangers.
Impatient of moral control, and assuming to be
men before their faces feel the edge of the razor,
they vainly imagine that their over-wrought anti¬
cipations will be fully realized when free to follow
the bent of their own inclinations ; but, as in the
case to which we lmve alluded, they realize, some¬
times too late, that the false step has proved their
ruin.

Since writing the above, Mr. Tableman has in¬
formed u$ that one of tho runaways has returned.
Mr. Tableman lias kindly consented to receivo
the truaut, in view of his friendless condition.

Field's Hotel, Washington..The public's
old friend and favorite, William D. Field, familiarly
known as "the Major,'' has taken a house on Cap¬
itol Hill, and is fitting it up in elegant style, with
all "tho modern Improvements".gas, Imthiug-
rooins, Sec., &*c. It will be open for the reception
of guests 011 the 2Gth instant, and already a large
proportion of the rooms (there being only sixty in
all) have been engaged for the winter by some of
the most distinguished members of Congress. The
"Major" lias had a libefal education in first-class
hotel keeping, at the New York hotel in this city,
and at the " United States," at Saratoga Springs,
where he was a universal favorite. Ou leaving
the " New York," the guests of the house testified
their gratitude for the kindness they had so uni¬
formly received at his hands, by presenting him
with an excellent service of silver. Wecongraln
lute both hint and the public on his accession to
the sole control of a first-class hotel; and only re¬

gret that the house is not half large enough to ac¬

commodate the "hosts of friends" who will be
anxious to become his guests; and wo venture
to predict that the time is not distant when the
"Major" will be at tho head of a much larger
house, and one that will afford an ainpler^fW for
the exercise ol his peculiar genius for hotel-keep-
ing..N. Y. Mirror.

Maflouic..The session of the Grand Chapter of
Mnryland commenced in this eity 011 Monday,
and on Tuesday evening the following named
geatleineu were elected officers: B. 11. French,
M.E. Grand High Priest; H. H. Heath, E. Grand
King; II. N. Steele, E. Grand Scribe ; Joseph Kob-
inson, E. G. Secretary; Samuel Cnriss, E. G.
Treasurer.
The "brethren of the mystic tie;" at the conclu¬

sion of the session, partook of n fine dinner in their
hall, corner of E and Tenth street, north; and
among the guests present were Chancellor Wal¬
worth, of New York; Governor Steele, of New
Hampshire; and Governor Duvall, of Florida.

Choice Cigar* and Tobacco..The lovers of
these luxuries can |iavc their tastes, however
varied, gratified by n visit to the establishment of
Mr. McElfresh, (under the National Hotel,) who
has a large nnd choice variety of the most fra¬
grant and approved brands.


